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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
CASE MANAGEMENT TRACK DESIGNATION FORM 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


CIVIL ACTION 


V. 

$11,045.00 IN UNITED STATES 
CURRENCY 


NO. 


19-CV- 




In accordance with the Civil Justice Expense and Delay Reduction Plan of this couit, counsel for 
plaintiff shall complete a Case Management Track Designation Form in all civil cases at the time of 
filing the complaint and serve a copy on all defendants. (See § 1:03 of the plan set forth on the reverse 
side of this form.) In the event that a defendant does not agree with the plaintiff regarding said 
designation, that defendant shall, with its first appearance, submit to the clerk of court and serve on 
the plaintiff and all other parties, a Case Management Track Designation Form specifying the track to 
which that defendant believes the case should be assigned. 

SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING CASE MANAGEMENT TRACKS: 


(a) Habeas Coipus - Cases brought under 28 U.S.C. § 2241 through § 2255. ( ) 

(b) Social Security - Cases requesting review of a decision of the Secretary of Health 

and Human Services denying plaintiff Social Security Benefits. ( ) 

(c) Ai'biti'ation — Cases required to be designated for arbitration under Local Civil Rule 53.2. ( ) 

(d) Asbestos - Cases involving claims for personal injuiy or property damage from 
exposure to asbestos. 

(e) Special Management - Cases that do not fall into tracks (a) through (d) that are 
commonly referred to as complex and that need special or intense management by 
the court. (See reverse side of this form for a detailed explanation of special 
management cases. 

(f) Standard Management - Cases that do not fall into any one of the other tracks. 

08/6/2019 _ Elizabeth M. Ray _ United States of America 

Date Attorney-at-law Attorney for 



12151861-8200 

Telephone 


12151 861-8618 

FAX Number 


elizabeth.rav@usdoi. gov 

E-Mail Address 











Case 2:19-cv-03552-MSG Document 1 Filed 08/06/19 Page 4 of 17 


IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Plaintiff, 


V. 


ELEVEN THOUSAND FORTY-FIVE 
DOLLARS IN UNITED STATES 
CURRENCY ($11,045.00), 

Defendant. 


CIVIL ACTION 


No. 19-CV- 



Ca 






JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 


COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 

The United States of America, by its attorneys, William M. McSwain, United 
States Attorney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, and Elizabeth M. Ray, Assistant United 
States Attorney, in accordance with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure, for its complaint alleges as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 


1. This is a civil action in reyn to forfeit and condemn, to the use and benefit 

of the United States, Eleven Thousand Forty-Five Dollars ($11,045.00) in United States 

CuiTency (“Defendant CuiTency”) pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), which provides for the 

forfeiture of all moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished or 

intended to be furnished by any person in exchange for a controlled substance in violation of 

Title II of the Controlled Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. §§ 801, et seq., and proceeds traceable to 
« 

such exchanges, and all moneys, negotiable instruments, and securities used or intended to be 
used to facilitate any violation of Title 11. 
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. Plaintiff brings this action in rem in its own right to forfeit and condemn 
the Defendant CuiTency. This court has jurisdiction over an action commenced by the United 
States of America under 28 U.S.C. § 1345, and over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1355(a). 

3. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the Defendant CuiTency under 

28 U.S.C. § 1355(b). Upon the filing of this complaint, the plaintiff requests that this Court issue 
an aiTest warrant in rem pursuant to Supplemental Rule G(3)(b), which the plaintiff will execute 
upon the property pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(d) and Supplemental Rule G(3)(c). 

4. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1), and 28 
U.S.C. § 1395(a) and (b), because a civil proceeding for the forfeiture of property may be 
prosecuted in any district where the acts giving rise to forfeiture occurred, the action accrues, the 
defendant is found, or such property is found. 

THE DEFENDANT IN REM 

5. The Defendant Cmrency is Eleven Thousand Forty-Five Dollars 
($11,045.00) in United States cuii'ency that law enforcement officials seized on or about 
August 27,2018. The Defendant Currency is cuixently in the custody of the Philadelphia Police 
Department and will be within the jurisdiction of this Court during the pendency of this action. 

BASIS FOR FORFEITURE 

6. The Defendant Currency is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 21 U.S.C. 

§ 881(a)(6) because it constitutes money furnished or intended to be furnished in exchange for a 
controlled substance in violation of the Controlled Substances Act; proceeds traceable to such an 
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exchange; or money used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled 
Substances Act. 

FACTS SUPPORTING FORFEITURE 

7. Law enforcement officers seized the Defendant Cuirency on or about 
August 27, 2018, following a car stop on the 700 block of East Clearfield Street, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, within the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 

8. The Defendant Currency was in the custody, possession, and control of 
Luis Figueroa (“Figueroa”). 

9. At approximately 8:00 p.m., on or about August 27, 2018,' Philadelphia 
Police Depaitment (“PPD”) officers were on routine patrol in the area of Weymouth Street and 
Allegheny Avenue, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Upon entering the 3100 block of Weymouth 
Street, police officers heard an unidentified male yell “Police! Police!” 

10. Immediately thereafter, police officers observed a male, later identified as 
Figueroa, look in the direction of the officers and run from a house towards a white Honda Civic, 
bearing Pennsylvania license plate number KNK-6468, while holding his waistband. Figueroa 
was further observed removing a black plastic bag from his waistband before entering the rear 
seat of the white Honda Civic. 

11. A short while later, PPD officers stopped the white Honda Civic on the 
700 block of East Clearfield Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for further investigation. 

12. When police officers approached the white Honda Civic, they observed 
Figueroa who was seated in the rear seat directly behind the driver, attempting to conceal a dark 
colored object behind the driver’s seat of the vehicle. While in the vehicle, Figueroa ignored 
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several verbal commands from officers to show his hands so the officers removed Figueroa from 
the vehicle and detained him for safety reasons. 

13. Figueroa attempted to conceal behind the driver’s seat of the white Honda 
Civic, the same black plastic bag Figueroa was observed removing from his waistband when 
officers first observed him on the 3100 block of Weymouth Street. Upon further inspection, 
officers determined that this black plastic bag contained a large, unidentified amount of United 
States cun'ency that was bundled with rubber bands. 

14. A short while later, while detained for safety reasons, police officers 
questioned Figueroa regarding the currency that had been found in the black plastic bag. 

Figueroa provided inconsistent explanations regarding the source and purpose of the funds. 

When initially asked about the money, Figueroa said it was “Nothing.” When asked what the 
money was for, he said he was going to buy a car around 2nd and Howard Streets, even though 
Figueroa did not have identification on him and the driver of the Honda Civic claimed to be 
taking Figueroa to a different location. Figueroa then claimed that the money was from his work 
as a hotel maintenance man. Figueroa could not con'oborate either of these explanations. 

15. The white Honda Civic was operating as a ride-share “taxi” and the front 
passenger was the driver’s boyfriend. Neither the driver nor her boyfriend had a personal 
relationship with Figueroa. 

16. While Figueroa was detained for safety reasons, and after removal of the 
black plastic bag with the cun-ency fi'om the Honda Civic, a K-9 Unit was called to scan the 
vehicle for the presence of narcotics. The canine did not alert to the presence of narcotics so the 
ride-share “taxi” was released from the scene. Figueroa and the currency were then transported 
to the police department precinct headquarters for further investigation. 


.4. 
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17. At the police department, Figueroa was questioned by other PPD officers 
regarding the nature and source of the currency. He made additional inconsistent claims, 
including: “I was given the money to hold for my friend Jose [unknown last name]”; “I had the 
money to buy a cai'”; and “It’s my tax return.” Figueroa was again unable to corroborate any of 
these other explanations for the soiuce and purpose of the currency. 

18. At the police department, later on or about August 27, 2018, PPD Officer 
Maureen Snyder and her partner, JoJo, a police department canine who was trained and certified 
in detecting the odor of illegal narcotics by scent, responded to scan the seized cuiTency. JoJo 
signaled, through a distinctive set of behavior, that she detected a controlled substance on the 
currency found in the black plastic bag. 

19. JoJo received her narcotics detection certification on March 20, 2015. 
JoJo has continued to receive, comply with, and meet all training requirements for PPD 
narcotics-detection canines. 

20. On or about September 26, 2018, law enforcement officials conducted an 
Ion Scan of the cuiTency that had been found in the black plastic bag. It indicated positive for 
cocaine and tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). 

21. A cuiTency count of the Defendant Currency was performed, which 
revealed a total currency count of $11,045.00, comprising seven $100 bills ($700), three $50 
bills ($150), 285 $20 bills ($5,700), 237 $10 bills ($2,370), 275 $5 bills ($1,375), and 750 $1 
bills ($750). The Defendant CuiTency includes $9,993.00 found in the black plastic bag, as well 
as an additional $1,052.00 that was found on Figueroa’s person, on or about August 27, 2018. 

22. Figueroa has eight prior arcests for narcotics violations during the period 
from 2007 through 2018. For example, on July 26, 2018, Figueroa was arrested for selling 
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heroin on the 3100 block of Weymouth Street; on September 6, 2017, Figueroa was arrested for 
selling heroin; and on October 26, 2016, Figueroa was arrested for manufacturing, delivering and 
possessing heroin on the 3100 block of Weymouth Street. 

23. Police officers observed Figueroa engaging in suspected narcotics dealing 
activities twice in the same area where he was first observed in this action, i.e., 3100 block of 
Weymouth Street, prior to the seizure of the Defendant Currency, that is, in July 2018, 
approximately 30 days prior to his encounter with officers in this case, and in October 2016. He 
was also subsequently indicted for a narcotics offense that also occurred on the 3100 block of 
Weymouth Street in October 2018. 

24. On June 12, 2019, Figueroa pleaded guilty to the charges in the indictment 
that related to the October 2018 offense. 

25. Pursuant to his plea agreement, Figueroa agreed not to contest forfeiture of 
the Defendant Cun-ency. 

26. Packaging large amounts of cuii’ency, wrapped in large, specific 
denominations with rubber bands, is consistent with the practices of drug couiiers. 

CLAIM FOR FORFEITURE 

27. Pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), “[a]ll moneys,... or other things of 
value furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in exchange for a controlled substance 
.. ., all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all moneys,.... used or intended to be used 
to facilitate any violation [of the Controlled Substances Act]” are “subject to forfeiture to the 
United States.” 

28. By reasons of the foregoing, there is reason to believe that the Defendant 
CuiTency constitutes money furnished or intended to be fiiraished in exchange for a controlled 
substance; proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or money used and intended to be used to 
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facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substance Act, and is therefore subject to forfeiture to the 
United States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff, United States of America, requests: 

1. The Defendant Currency be proceeded against according to the law and 
the rules of this Court, and that due notice be given to all the interested parties to appeal' and 
show cause why forfeiture should not be decreed. 

2. The Court, for the reasons set forth herein, adjudges and decrees that the 
Defendant Cun'ency be forfeited to the United States of America and disposed of in accordance 
with existing laws, together with costs, and for such other relief as this Court deems proper and 
just. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM M. McSWAIN 
United States Attorney 

SARAH L, GRIEB 
Assistant United States Attorney 
Chief, Asset Recovery and 
Financial Litigation Section 



Assistant United States Attorney 


Date: August 6,2019. 
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VERIFICATION 

Christopher D. Coral, being of legal age, verifies and, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1746(2), declares and states as follows: 

1. I am a Special Agent for the Drug Enforcement Administration that was 
assigned to the investigation in this case. 

2. I have reviewed the foregoing Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem and know 
the contents thereof, and that the matters contained in the Complaint are true to my own 
loiowledge, except that those matters herein stated to be alleged on information and belief and as 
to those matters I believe them to be true. 

3. The sources of my Icnowledge and information and the grounds of my 
belief are the official files and records of the United States, infoimation supplied to me by other 
law enforcement officers, as well as my investigation of this case, together with others, as a 
special agent. 

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is tme and coitect. 

Executed on August 6, 2019 at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 



Drug Enforcement Administration 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


CIVIL ACTION 


Plaintiff, 


No. 19-CV- 


ELEVEN THOUSAND FORTY-FIVE 
DOLLARS IN UNITED STATES 
CURRENCY ($11,045.00), 

Defendant. 


DECLARATION 

CHRISTOPHER D. CORAL, being of legal age, verifies and, pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. § 1746(2), declares and states as follows: 

INTRODUCTION 

1. I am a Special Agent with the United States Department of Justice, Drug 
Enforcement Administration (“DEA”). As a Special Agent, I am authorized to conduct 
investigations and make arrests concerning violations of the federal narcotics laws, as set forth in 
Title 21 of the United States Code. I am a “federal law enforcement officer” within the meaning 
of Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 41 (a)(2)(C), that is, a government agent engaged in 
enforcing the criminal laws and duly authorized by the Attorney General. I have been employed 
with the DEA since November of 2016. I am currently assigned to the DEA Philadelphia Field 
Division Task Force Group 23, which is composed of special agents and local law enforcement 
officers investigating illegal narcotics trafficking. I have received specialized training Rom the 
DEA Academy located in Quantico, Virginia regarding the investigation and identification of 
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narcotics traffickers. I have also participated in investigations of unlawful dmg distribution and 
have conducted and participated in surveillance, undercover transactions, the introduction of 
undercover agents, the execution of search warrants, debriefings of informants and reviews of 
taped conversations and drug records. Before joining the DBA, I was previously employed by 
the Maryland State Police for approximately five years as a Trooper First Class. As a Maryland 
State Trooper, I investigated and made numerous weapons and drug-related an-ests. Thi'ough my 
training, education and experience, I have become familiar with the manner in which illegal 
drugs ai-e transported, stored, and distiibuted, and the methods of payment for such drugs. 

2. I am the DBA Special Agent that is assigned to the investigation in this 

case. 


3. The facts set forth in this Declaration summarize my investigation in this 
case, and include observations, along with review of repoifs and observations of other law 
enforcement officers involved in the investigation. This Declaration, however, does not detail 
the entire scope of the investigation or all statements made by the patties. 

4. Based on my training an experience, 1 Icnow that dmg couriers carry not 
only narcotics, but also such items as large amounts of United States cunrency. I also know that 
drug couiiers will secure cun'ency with items such as plastic wrap and/or rubber bands. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 


5. Law enforcement officers seized $11,045.00 in United States cuiTency on 
or about August 27,2018, following a car stop on the 700 block of Bast Clearfield Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, within the Bastem District of Pennsylvania. 

6. The $ 11,045.00 in United States cun-ency was in the custody, possession, 
and control of Luis Figueroa (“Figueroa”). 
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7. At approximately 8:00 p.m., on or about August 27, 2018, Philadelphia 
Police Department (“PPD”) officers were on routine patrol in the area of Weymouth Street and 
Allegheny Avenue, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Upon entering the 3100 block of Weymouth 
Street, police officers heard an unidentified male yell “Police! Police!” 

8. Immediately thereafter, police officers observed a male, later identified as 
Figueroa, look in the direction of the officers and run fiom a house towards a white Honda Civic, 
bearing Pennsylvania license plate number KNK-6468, while holding his waistband. Figueroa 
was further observed removing a black plastic bag from his waistband before entering the rear 
seat of the white Honda Civic. 

9. A short while later, PPD officers stopped the white Honda Civic on the 
700 block of East Clearfield Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for further investigation. 

10. When police officers approached the white Honda Civic, they observed 
Figueroa who was seated in the rear seat directly behind the driver, attempting to conceal a dark 
colored object behind the driver’s seat of the vehicle. While in the vehicle, Figueroa ignored 
several verbal commands from officers to show his hands so the officers removed Figueroa from 
the vehicle and detained him for safety reasons. 

11. Figueroa attempted to conceal behind the driver’s seat of the white Honda 
Civic, the same black plastic bag that he was observed removing from his waistband when 
officers first observed him on the 3100 block of Weymouth Street. Upon further inspection, 
officers deteimined that this black plastic bag contained a large, unidentified amount of United 
States cun-ency that was bundled with rubber bands. 

12. A short while later, while detained for safety reasons, police officers 
questioned Figueroa regarding the currency that had been found in the black plastic bag. 
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Figueroa provided inconsistent explanations regarding the source and purpose of the funds. 

When initially asked about the money, Figueroa said it was “Nothing.” When asked what the 
money was for, he said he was going to buy a car around 2nd and Howard Streets, even though 
Figueroa did not have identification on him and the driver of the Honda Civic claimed to be 
taking Figueroa to a different location. Figueroa then claimed that the money was from his work 
as a hotel maintenance man. Figueroa could not coiToborate either of these explanations. 

13. The white Honda Civic was operating as a ride-share “taxi” and the front 
passenger was the driver’s boyfriend. Neither the driver nor her boyfriend had a personal 
relationship with Figueroa. 

14. While Figueroa was detained for safety reasons, and after removal of the 
black plastic bag with the currency fi'om the Honda Civic, a K-9 Unit was called to scan the 
vehicle for the presence of narcotics. The canine did not alert to the presence of narcotics so the 
ride-share “taxi” was released from the scene. Figueroa and the currency were then transported 
to the police department precinct headquarters for further investigation. 

15. At the police department, Figueroa was questioned by other PPD officers 
regarding the nature and source of the cuii'ency. He made additional inconsistent claims, 
including: “I was given the money to hold for my friend Jose [unknown last name]”; “I had the 
money to buy a car”; and “If s my tax return.” Figueroa was again unable to coiToborate any of 
these other explanations for the source and puipose of the currency. 

16. At the police department, later on or about August 27, 2018, PPD Officer 
Maureen Snyder and her paitner, JoJo, a police department canine who was trained and certified 
in detecting the odor of illegal narcotics by scent, responded to scan the seized cuirency. Jo Jo 
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signaled, through a distinctive set of behavior, that she detected a controlled substance on the 
cuiTency found in the black plastic bag. 

17. JoJo received her narcotics detection certification on March 20, 2015. 

JoJo has continued to receive, comply with, and meet all training requirements for PPD 
narcotics-detection canines. 

18. On or about September 26, 2018, law enforcement officials conducted an 
Ion Scan of the cuiTency that had been found in the black plastic bag. It indicated positive for 
cocaine and tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). 

19. A cuiTency count was perfonned, which revealed a total cumency count of 
$11,045.00, comprising seven $100 bills ($700), thi'ee $50 bills ($150), 285 $20 bills ($5,700), 
237 $10 bills ($2,370), 275 $5 bills ($1,375), and 750 $1 bills ($750). The $11,045.00 in United 
States cuixency seized on or about August 27, 2018, includes $9,993.00 found in the black 
plastic bag, as well as an additional $1,052.00 that was found on Figueroa’s person. 

20. Figueroa has eight prior arrests for narcotics violations during the period 
from 2007 through 2018. For example, on July 26, 2018, Figueroa was amested for selling 
heroin on the 3100 block of Weymouth SUeet; on September 6, 2017, Figueroa was arrested for 
selling heroin; and on October 26,2016, Figueroa was arrested for manufacturing, delivering and 
possessing heroin on the 3100 block of Weymouth Street. 

21. Police officers observed Figueroa engaging in suspected narcotics dealing 
activities twice in the same ai’ea where he was first observed in this action, i. e., 3100 block of 
Weymouth Street, prior to the seizure of the $11,045, that is, in July 2018, approximately 30 
days prior to his encounter with officers in this case, and in October 2016. He was also 
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subsequently indieted for a narcotics offense that also occuiTed on the 3100 block of Weymouth 
Street in October 2018. 

22. On June 12, 2019, Figueroa pleaded guilty to the charges in the indictment 
that related to the October 2018 offense. 

23. Pursuant to his plea agreement, Figueroa agreed not to contest forfeiture of 
the $11,045.00 in United States currency that was seized from him on or about August 27, 2018. 

24. Based on my knowledge, training, and experience, packaging large 
amounts of currency, wrapped in lai'ge, specific denominations with rubber bands, is consistent 
with the practices of drug couriers. 


CONCLUSION 


25. Based on the foregoing, there is reason to believe that the $11,045.00 


seized from Luis Figueroa constitutes money furnished or intended to be furnished in exchange 
for a controlled substance; proceeds traceable to such an exchange; or money used and intended 
to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substance Act, and is therefore subject to 
forfeitm'e to the United States pursuant to 21 U.S.C, § 881(a)(6). 


I hereby declare under penalty of peijury that the foregoing is true and correct. 


Executed on August 6, 2019 at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 



Special Agent 

Drug Enforcement Administration 


-6- 







